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where he taught a variety 
of subjects including psy- 
chology, American history, 
world history and Ger- 
man. Later, he was direc- 
tor of a non-profit organi- 
zation. 

His first taste of munici- 
pal government manage- 
ment came when he was 
hired as city manager in 
Independence, Ore., in 
1982, 

“They took a chance'on 
me,” he said of the lead- 
ership in the small town, 
which at the time had a 
population of 3,600. “I had 
prior to that been in a city 
hall only once.” 

He spent seven years 
in Independence until be- 
ing hired in 1989 by then- 
Camas Mayor Nan Hen- 
riksen. He was the city’s 
first administrator. 

“I was looking for some- 
one whose strengths were 
different from mine, so 
that together we'd make 
the best mayor possible,” 
she said. “Lloyd seemed 
great with detail and fol- 
low through. I knew he 
would do an excellent job 
of managing staff, coor- 
dinating departments 
and day-to-day operations 
within City Hall so that 
I, as a part-time mayor, 

focus on i 
leadership, long-term vi- 
sion, intergovernmental 
cooperation and other out- 
reach efforts.” 

Halverson said the job 
was appealing for a num- 
ber ofreasons. _ S 

“T was excited by the vi- 
sion Mayor Nan had for 
the community's future, 
which was also support- 
ed and sustained by the 
community,” he said, “I 
thought it was a good fit 
with a dynamic series of 
challenges.” 


total of four Camas may- 
ors. These include Henrik- 
sen for three years, Dean 
Dossett for 12 years, Paul 
Dennis for seven years, 
and Scott Higgins since 


Halverson captures ‘Citizen of the Year’ recognition 


Longtime Camas 
city administrator 
will retire in 
September 


By Heatuer Acueson 
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his appointment in June 
2011 and election the fol- 
lowing November. 

Higgins, who served on 
the City Council for more 
than nine years before be- 
coming mayor, said Halv- 
erson knows implicitly the 
values of the community 
and has a special ability 
to pinpoint the win-win 
aspect of many situations. 
Guided by the leadership 
of each new mayor, he has 
helped to create a prosper- 
ous community. 

“I think Lloyd's imprint 
on the city will be felt for 
years to come,” he said. 


ways quick to emphasize 
that any accomplishments 
also involved the work of 


ited with diversifying the 
city revenue base through 
the annexation and des- 
ignation of approximately 
1,400 acres for the devel- 
opment of a business park, 
and setting aside hun- 
dreds of acres for parks 
and open space. 

“T am so delighted that 
Lloyd has carried on im- 
plementing the vision for a 
stronger and more livable 
Camas we worked so a 
on together more than 
20 years ago,” Henriksen 
said, “Much of our wonder- 
ful parks and green space 
system and new industrial 
development have been 
due to Lloyd’s tenacity and 
follow. . 


first day on the job, Dur- 
ing the past 20 years, he 
helped secure more than 
$6.5 million in funding 
from outside ngpeeig to 
acquire, p and im- 
prove local parks, trails 
and open space areas. 


Park and Lacamas Park. 
“T think parks give peo- 
ple the opportunity to see 
one another, to commu- 
nicate, and to meet their 


Now, reflecting back 
decades later, he believes 
they may have been right. 
The Camas city adminis- 
trator counts himself very 
lucky to have had a long 
career in public service 
that has offered both in- 
teresting challenges and 
great rewards. He will 


retire from his full-time 


duties in September after 
spending more than 23 
years in Camas as its only 


neighbors and develop 
an affection for them,” he 
said. “Those are the things 
that bind us together.” 

In 1990, with a popula- 
tion of 6,442, Camas had 
355 acres of open space 
including four developed 
parks and four miles of 
trails. Today, the city of 
more than 20,000 people 
has 1,562 acres of open 
space including 13 devel- 
oped parks and 22 miles 
of trails, 


Halverson’s _ expertise 
in municipal government 
has been sought by gov- 
ernments beyond the bor- 
ders of Camas. 

In 1998, and 1999, 
he served as a munici- 
pal advisor in Poland for 
15 months. Later on, he 
helped establish a Sister 
City relationship between 
Camas and the Polish cit- 
ies of Zabierzow, Krapko- 
wice and Morawica. Nu- 
merous delegations from 
Camas and Poland, from 
students to city officials, 
have traveled back and 
forth as part of the formal- 
ly recognized relationship. 

In 2010, Halverson took 
a leave of absence from 


his duties in Camas to ¢ 


go to work for the City of 
Washougal. It was a piv- 
otal time for the neighbor- 
ing city as it was making 
the transition to a new city 


through a particularly tu- 
multuous time in its gov- 
ernmental history. 
Halverson served as 
acting Washougal city ad- 
ministrator in January 
and February 2010, and 
provided professional ser- 
vices in March and April 
2010 assisting with the 
recruitment, .. screening, 
selection and placement of 
a new Washougal city ad- 
Washougal Mayor Sean 
Guard said Halverson was 
an invaluable resource 
during that time. ‘ 
“What I really needed 
was someone I could trust 
implicitly, who could help 


city administra- 
tor. 

In recogni- 
tion of his com- 
mitment to the 
community, 
Halverson has 
been named the 
2012 Citizen 
of the Year. He 
will be recognized 
along with several 


other honorees, including 
Business of the Year and 


fill the gaps, help us re- 
cruit a talented pool of city 
administrator applicants, 
and who could assist in 
evaluating the condition 
of the city, including our 
resources and top-tier em- 
ployees, and help me get 
a grip on the tasks need- 
ing to be accomplished 


say enough how much of a ; 


Educators of the 
Year, during a 
banquet on Tues- 
day, June 5. 

“I was touched 
and honored by 


” 


profound 
moving award.” 


Halverson, 65, knew he 
wanted to pursue a career 


help he was, both through _ 
his : 


professional _ back- 
ground as well as his 


way 
of cutting to the chase and 


getting things done.” 


Halverson’s family, in- 
cluding his wife Ulrike 
and their four children, 
may have the most insight 
into what has motivated 
him throughout his career. 

Lisa Halverson Algstam 
said she and her siblings 
agree that their father’s 
commitment to creating a 
balanced family life and a 


} 


in public service from the 
time he was a teenager, af- 
ter being inspired by Pres. 
John F. Kennedy's call in 
January 1961 for all Amer- 
icans to “ask not what your 
country can do for you, but 
what you can do for your 
country.” The exact shape 
that desire would take, 
however, took some time to 
discover. me 


After graduating from 
high school in Northern 


California, he went on to 
earn a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Cal- 
ifornia, a master’s in edu- 
cation from the University 
of Southern California and 
a master’s in public admin- 
istration from the Univer- 
sity of San Francisco. 
Initially, Halverson 
worked as teacher at a ru- 
ral California high school 


" See Halverson, page A8 


